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Preview of Festival 2020 
Friday 13 March 7.30 pm 

ZRI 

Adventures with 

Charlie Chaplin 

Ben Harlan, clarinet 

Matthew Sharp, cello 

and vocals 

Max Baillie, violin 

Jon Banks, accordion 

Iris Pissaride, 

santouri  
 

Part concert, part film 

screening with live 

score, ZRI's Adventures with Charlie Chaplin is a show for 

all ages. ZRI bring all their flair and energy to Charlie Chaplin's 

early classic The Adventurer, including tunes by Django 

Reinhardt, Georges Boulanger, and much more.  
 

 

Saturday 14 March 7.30 pm 

MUSIC OF PRAISE 

Richard Blackford  Mirror of Perfection 

Dag Wirén  Serenade for Strings 

Andrew Carter  Benedicite 

Soloists: Catriona Hewitson, soprano; Morgan Pearse, bass. 

Petersfield and Rogate Choral Societies, Midhurst Music 

Society, Highfield School Chapel Choir 

Southern Pro Musica 

Conductor: Paul Spicer  

See page 2 for more about the Saturday choral concerts. 
 

Sunday 15 March 3–4 pm 

Family Concert with Basingstoke Chamber Orchestra 

Conductor: Stephen Scotchmer 

A concert designed for all to enjoy, and particularly for families 

with children aged 4–11. After the hour-long concert, children 

will be able to meet the players and their instruments.  

Monday 16 & Wednesday 18 March 7 pm 

YOUTH CONCERTS 
 

Tuesday 17 March  St Peter’s Church  1 pm 

LUNCHTIME RECITAL 

Beethoven Chamber Music and Songs 

John Barker, baritone  

Helen Cawthorne, piano 

Hilaryjane Parker, violin  

Alexandra Mackenzie, cello 
 

Wednesday 18 March   

St Peter’s Church  7.30 pm 

VIENNESE PIANO DUETS 

Emilie Capulet and Mark Dancer 

Mozart, Schubert, Beethoven 
 

Thursday 19 March 7.30 pm 

PETERSFIELD ORCHESTRA 

Brahms:  Hungarian Dances nos. 1, 3, 10 

Beethoven: Piano Concerto no. 3  

Mendelssohn: Symphony no. 3 in A minor (‘Scottish’) 

Conductor: to be announced  

Soloist: Cordelia Williams 
 

Friday 20 March 7.30 pm 

MOZART DON GIOVANNI  

The Merry Opera Company 

Polarising audiences for centuries, startlingly modern yet a 

dinosaur, can Don Giovanni still make us love him as he hurtles 

towards his final hours?  Read more here.  
 

Saturday 21 March 7.30 pm 

EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY MASTERS 

Vivaldi  Dixit Dominus RV 594 

Bach  Brandenburg Concerto no. 2 in F 

Soloists including Sara Deborah Timossi, violin; Lucy Humphris, 

trumpet; Sophie Middleditch, recorder 

Haydn  ‘Mariazeller’ Mass 

Aimee Fisk, soprano;  Amy Holyland, contralto  

Ryan Williams, tenor;  Michael Ronan, bass 

Fernhurst and Petersfield Choral Societies 

SouthDowns Camerata   Leader, Sara Deborah Timossi 

Conductor: Paul Spicer  

 

Soloists Michael Ronan, Aimee Fisk, Ryan Williams, Sara Deborah Timossi and Lucy Humphris  

 

 

BEETHOVEN  
1770-1828 

 

Celebrating 250 

years since 
Beethoven’s 

birth 

https://www.zrimusic.com/adventures-with-charlie-chaplin
https://www.merryopera.co.uk/
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Raise funds for the Festival at Petersfield’s Giant Christmas Charity Market 
We are very grateful for all the donations that have enabled Sue Upton to raise hundreds of pounds for the Festival at 

previous Petersfield Christmas and Easter markets. Sue will again be raising funds for the Festival with her stall at the 

Christmas Market at Petersfield Festival Hall on Saturday 7 December. Please support her fund-raising by bringing 

good quality saleable items to the combined rehearsals in November, or telephone Sue on 01730 302492.  

As well as supporting the Festival, you’ll be helping Queen Alexandra Hospital’s Rocky Appeal.  

 

Catriona Hewitson is kindly 
supported by Making Music’s 

Philip & Dorothy Green 
Young Artists scheme. 

Sing with the Festival Chorus! 
First combined rehearsals – November 8 and 9 

As well as our participating societies, the 

Festival welcomes experienced singers as 

independent members of the Festival chorus.  

Independent members need to be able to learn the 
music on their own, and attend the combined 

rehearsals. If you would like to take part in this way, 

it is helpful if you can contact the choir secretary, 

Sally Maybury, (tel. 01730 821541 or email 
cmaybury@btinternet.com) in advance of the first 

combined rehearsal. Copies of the music are usually 

available for hire, but this cannot be guaranteed, so 

please check this with the choir secretary.  The 

subscription of £22, which pays for the combined 
rehearsals and contributes to the costs of the soloists 

and accompaniment, is the same whether you are an 

independent singer or a member of a participating 

choir. See page 4 for combined rehearsal dates.  

 
Saturday 14 March 2020 

Richard Blackford Mirror of Perfection 

Andrew Carter Benedicite 

Dag Wirén Serenade for Strings 
 

This programme features two life-affirming works 
from the late twentieth century. Both accessible and 

imaginative, they celebrate man’s place in the natural 

order with power, spirituality and humour. Richard 

Blackford’s Mirror of Perfection sets words by St 
Francis of Assisi. Andrew Carter’s Benedicite 

combines text from the Book of Common Prayer 

with words inspired by modern carvings at York 

Minster, and includes three light-hearted movements 

for children’s choir. Dag Wirén’s showpiece for 
strings, his Serenade op. 11, completes the 

programme.  
 

Editions 

Richard Blackford Mirror of Perfection  London Music, 1996 
Andrew Carter Benedicite OUP 1991 

Saturday 21 March 2020 

Vivaldi Dixit Dominus RV 594 
Haydn ‘Mariazeller’ Mass 
Bach Brandenburg Concerto no. 2 in F 
 

None of these splendid eighteenth-century works has 

appeared in the Festival’s programme before! Vivaldi’s 

Dixit Dominus RV 594 has all the hallmarks of his style, 

combining energetic choruses with florid solos and 
duets in the manner of his well-known Gloria, 

together with the added richness of scoring for 

double chorus.  Haydn’s ‘Mariazeller’ Mass is a 

thoroughly festive work, written for a friend who had 

been elevated to the nobility.  The choral works are 
complemented by Bach’s Brandenburg Concerto no. 

2 which, with its four soloists and string orchestra, is 

one of the most brilliant of all baroque chamber 

works. 
 

Editions 

Vivaldi Dixit Dominus 

RV 594.  

Ricordi ed. Malipiero 

1970 (renewed © 

1988). The more 

recent edition by 

Paul Everett is not 

suitable for this 

performance, as it 

has different 

pagination and a 

different system of 

bar numbering. 

Haydn ‘Mariazeller’ 

Mass. (Missa Cellensis 

Hob. XXII:8) 

Bärenreiter edition, 

by H. C. Robbins 

Landon and  

H. Moehn. 
 

Paul Spicer, Festival conductor 
Photo; Petersfield Photographic Society 
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About 80 singers gathered at Bedales School on 

Saturday 28 September to enjoy a day’s singing led by 

choral animateur Ben Parry, with Mark Dancer 

accompanying. The theme was ‘British folk songs’, 

with repertoire that took the assembled company on 
a whistle-stop tour of the UK.  

After some entertaining warm-ups (‘shake your left 

arm and right leg’, ‘now your right arm and left leg’,) 

we launched into ‘Ye banks and braes o’ bonny doon’, 
complete with Scottish rolled r’s. (‘Practise rolling all 

the r’s in the phrase purple burglar-alarm!’) Then it was 

on to John Rutter’s dashing arrangement of ‘Dashing 

away with a smoothing iron’ – with plenty of tips on 

sight-reading and tuning, all interspersed with 

anecdotes from Ben’s varied career with the Swingle 

Singers, the Royal Scottish Academy of Music, the 

Dunedin Consort, King’s College Cambridge and 
London Voices.  

We moved on to two 

arrangements by Alan 

Drake, conductor of 

Rogate Choral Society, 
Could we sing ‘Spanish 

Ladies’ unconducted? 

Yes! Could we sing 

‘Golden Slumbers’ gently 

and expressively enough 

for the baby in the room, who slept quietly 

throughout most of the day? Yes! 

And then on to some Swingle-type arrangements by 

Ben himself, visiting Wales for ‘All through the night,’ 

– with accompanist Mark Dancer leaving the piano 

stool to double as vocal soloist – and Ireland for the 

‘Londonderry Air’, with reminders about metronome 
marks, Italian tempo markings (they all mean ‘watch!’), 

pitching tritones and many other tips for good singing. 

Come the last session, and we were ready to sing 

through the day’s music and be reminded of what an 
inspiring and uplifting day it had been.  

Ben Parry leads the workshop, with Mark Dancer at the piano 

Folk songs and top tips at Festival workshop 

The top-class soloists and guest ensembles that we are 

able to engage for the Festival are always a delight and 
inspiration to local singers, instrumentalists and 

audiences.  One way that you can support the Festival 

and keep up its traditions is by sponsoring a performer.  

Perhaps you would like to sponsor a vocal or 
instrumental soloist, an adventurous group such as ZRI 

or the Merry Opera Company, or a seat in one of this 

year’s professional orchestras, Southern Pro Musica and 

SouthDowns Camerata.  

If you are able to help in this way, please contact the 
treasurer, Rob Walker: robwalker4719@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Two of this year’s soloists:  

Catriona Hewitson holds an award 

from Making Music’s Philip & 

Dorothy Green Young Artists Scheme.  Morgan Pearse, from 

Sydney, Australia, is already widely recognised as one of the 

most exciting and talented baritones of his generation.  

Ben Parry and Mark Dancer 

Sponsor a soloist or an ensemble! 

The Festival’s AGM was held on Thursday 19 
September at 6.30 pm at St Laurence’s Church Hall. The 
new time, before Petersfield Choral Society’s rehearsal, 
led to a welcome boost in attendance, with 40 members 
present. Chairman Philip Young described the musical 
highlights of the 2019 Festival and Treasurer Rob 
Walker reported a strong financial outcome, with 
healthy reserves to take us into future festivals.  

Two committee members, Richard Pepys and Richard 
Woodhams, were retiring, and the Chairman thanked 

them for their work for the Festival over the years.  

Sarah Hard was elected as a new trustee and Press 
Secretary. Other members of the committee were re-
elected: Philip Young (Chairman), Marcia Fielden 

(Secretary), Rob Walker (Treasurer), Nancy Buck 
(Friends), Geoff Culbertson (Hall Manager), Ruth Firth 
(House Manager, performers), Elizabeth Gotto (Soloists), 
Sally Maybury (Choir Secretary), Tony Newberry (Box 
Office), Sheila Rowe (House Manager, performers), 
Wendy Wilshin (Michael Hurd Memorial Fund).  

Committee news 

mailto:robwalker4719@gmail.com
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Combined rehearsals 
The combined rehearsals are an essential preparation for 

the concerts, and all singers are expected to attend. A 

register is taken, so please make sure you are signed in.  If 

you cannot attend a rehearsal please let Sally Maybury know 

(cmaybury@btinternet.com). If you have particular personal 

difficulties about attending combined rehearsals, please 

discuss this with Sally. 

Choir lists and subscriptions are due by the end of January, 

please.  Keeping to this deadline helps greatly with both the 

accounting and the preparation of the programme.  If there 

are changes later, they can be dealt with individually. 
 

Parking at combined rehearsals 
Please note that the car park behind the Methodist Church 

is not available for parking at combined rehearsals as the 

spaces are let out to private users except on Sundays.  

There are a few spaces in front of the church, which can be 

used by people delivering equipment or experiencing 

mobility problems.   

Concert dress for Festival chorus 
 

Saturday 14 March  Blackford and Carter 

Ladies: single-coloured long-sleeved tops (not black or 

white), black long skirts or trousers. No shiny/sparkly 

jewellery please.  

Men: single-coloured open-neck long-sleeved shirts (not 

black or white), black trousers. 

 

Saturday 21 March  Vivaldi and Haydn 

Ladies: black long-sleeved tops, black long skirts or 

trousers. No shiny/sparkly jewellery please.  

Men: black open-neck long-sleeved shirts, black trousers.  

Blackford and Carter 

Saturday 9 November 10.30 am 

Blackford: Parts 1 & 3 (No Carter) 
 

Saturday 25 January 2020 2 pm  

Blackford: Parts 3 & 6; Carter: mov’ts1 & 2 
 

Thursday 13 February 7.30 pm 

Blackford: Parts 6 & 7; Carter: mov’ts 3, 5, 6 
 

Friday 28 February 7.30 pm 

Blackford: Revision from the beginning 

Carter: mov’ts 8, 9 & 11 
 

Thursday 12 March  7 pm 

Final piano rehearsal 
 

Saturday 14 March 2 pm Rehearsal with orchestra 

Vivaldi and Haydn 

Friday 8 November 7.30 pm 

Vivaldi: mov’ts 1 & 2; Haydn: Kyrie and Gloria 
 

Saturday 25 January 2020 10.30 am  

Vivaldi: mov’ts 5 & 7; Haydn: Credo 
 

Friday 14 February 7.30 pm 

Vivaldi: mov’ts 9 & 10; Haydn: Sanctus, Benedictus 
 

Saturday 29 February 2 pm 

Vivaldi: Revision from the beginning 

Haydn: Agnus Dei and revision 
 

Tuesday 17 March  7 pm 

Final piano rehearsal 
 

Saturday 21 March 2 pm Rehearsal with orchestra 

www.petersfieldmusicalfestival.org.uk 

From the Choir Secretary 
Sourcing vocal scores  

Pity the choir librarians, who have to track down copies of 

the music, and then round it up and return it, cleaned up, 

after the concert! Singers have become used to being able 

to borrow music at little cost, but that may have to 

change. Our public library system has a marvellous record 

of building up stocks of popular choral works. However, 

pressure on public finances means some councils have cut 

back on their provision, while others have raised their 

fees. And if we are to explore recent or less familiar works 

not held by libraries, choirs may need to ask singers to buy 

or hire copies from the publisher – which of course keeps 

publishers and composers alive!  

Hampshire County Library now charges £5 per month per 

20 copies of vocal scores, or £10 per month for an 

orchestral set. As well as its own stock, Hampshire Library 

can borrow from across the country through the national 
inter-library system. There is a nation-wide catalogue of 

music held by libraries here. 

Some libraries lend directly to choirs. These include the 

Leeds Art and Music Library and the former Surrey  

 

collection, currently in the process of converting to an 

independent trust: NewSPAL. There is a large collection at 

Chameleon Music Hire and some choral societies such as 

the Bach Choir have their own hire libraries.  

Learning your part 

For singers who need some help learning their part, there 

are several ways to access rehearsal CDs and online 

practice materials. Many will be familiar with Choraline, 

with CDs and streaming services of the major choral 

works available from £9.99 per work.  

A much wider range of works, including the Festival’s 

modern works this year, are on John Fletcher’s website. 

Non-copyright works are free, and there is a subscription 

with a sliding scale (depending on the number of months 

and number of singers) to access all the copyright works 

on the site. 

Saffron Choral Prompt sells CDs with individual parts sung 

or played, to a piano accompaniment. The catalogue lists 

over 1500 works, but not all parts are available for all 

works. 

Combined choral rehearsals – dates and sections for rehearsal 
8 November to 29 February at Petersfield Methodist Church, Station Road GU32 3EB 

12 March onwards at Petersfield Festival Hall GU31 4EA 

http://www.petersfieldmusicalfestival.org.uk/
https://encore21.mikromarc.no/Mikromarc3/web/default.aspx?db=encore21&unit=6475
https://www.leeds.gov.uk/leisure/libraries/music-and-art
https://www.newspal.org.uk/
http://www.chameleon-music-hire.co.uk/
https://www.thebachchoir.org.uk/hire-music/
https://johnfletchermusic.org/
https://www.saffronchoralprompt.co.uk/catalogue.html

