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Monday 1st November, 2021

Piatti String Quartet

Rebecca Chan & Michael Trainor violins, 

Tetsuumi Nagata viola, 

Jessie Ann Richardson cello

RAVEL Quartet in F
SHOSTAKOVICH Quartet in No. 8 in C minor, 

Op. 110
DVOŘÁK Quartet in F, Op. 96, American

The Piatti Quartet makes a welcome return 

to Portsmouth, with perhaps the most famous 

of all quartets not yet heard in our series, 

Dvořák’s vigorous and very tuneful ‘American’. 

Dvořák was still alive when Ravel composed 

his only addition to the repertoire, and indeed 

only ten years separates the two pieces, and 

yet their sound-worlds could not be more 

different. Another huge contrast comes with 

Shostakovich’s darkly autobiographical C minor 

work, composed in just three days in 1960. At 

the time he thought it might be his last, though in 

the event he went on to produce seven further 

quartets.

Monday 11th October, 2021

Martin Roscoe (piano)

HAYDN Andante with Variations in F minor, 
Hob.XVII/6

MOZART Rondo in A minor, K. 511
BEETHOVEN Sonata in A-flat, Op. 110
SCHUBERT Sonata in C minor, D. 958

This is our third attempt to have Martin Roscoe 

play this programme! It includes four composers 

who really cemented Vienna’s reputation as 

the musical capital of the world. The works 

presented were all composed there within 

about forty truly golden years, during which 

what we now call the ‘classical’ period made 

the transition to early romanticism. Haydn and 

Mozart represent the former, while Beethoven’s 

creative output exemplifies the transition. By the 

time of Schubert’s final sonatas, Beethoven 

had only been dead for a year, and yet we are 

clearly in a different age.

Now in its eighteenth season, the Portsmouth Chamber Music Series brings 

world‑class musicians to the city. In partnership with Music in the Round and 

The Guildhall Trust, we present the finest music in informal surroundings where you 

are never more than a few metres from the performers. Our programme includes a 

wide variety of music by a wide variety of composers from the 18th century to the 

present day. A 20% discount is available to those who book the whole series. 

Colin Jagger, Director of Music, University of Portsmouth



Monday 31st January, 2022

Ensemble 360

Benjamin Nabarro & 

Claudia Ajmone‑Marsan violins, 

Ruth Gibson viola, Gemma Rosefield cello, 

Laurène Durantel double bass, 

Adrian Wilson oboe, Matthew Hunt clarinet, 

Amy Harman bassoon, 

Naomi Atherton horn, Tim Horton piano

HOWELLS Rhapsodic Quintet
COLERIDGE-TAYLOR Nonet in F minor, Op. 2
ELGAR Piano Quintet in A minor, Op. 84

An enterprising all-British programme which 

features Elgar’s wonderful late piano quintet, 

composed at the same time as the Cello 

Concerto, and inhabiting some of the same 

mood. Samuel Coleridge-Taylor studied at the 

Royal College of Music where his composition 

teacher was Stanford, and one of his main 

musical influences was Dvořák. He had 

enormous success with the cantata Hiawatha’s 

Wedding Feast, but some of his finest works are 

actually his early chamber pieces. Howells was 

very influenced by Elgar who was 35 years his 

senior, and this piece for clarinet and strings 

shows the strong melodic impulse which is 

characteristic of his music.

Monday 21st February, 2022

Pražák Quartet

Jana Vonášková & Marie Fuxová violins, 

Josef Klusoň viola, Pavel Jonáš Krejčí cello

BEETHOVEN String Quartet in E-flat, Op. 74, 
Harp

SCHULHOFF String Quartet No. 1
DVOŘÁK Quartet in G, Op. 106

Like Martin Roscoe, the Pražák Quartet was due 

to perform for us two seasons ago. Their only 

previous visit to Portsmouth was in the second 

season of these concerts, way back in January 

2006 when concerts were in the Cathedral.

Erwin Schulhoff was born in Prague in 1894, 

and was strongly influenced by jazz idioms 

and rhythms, this quartet dating from 1924. 

Beethoven’s ‘Harp’ quartet needs little 

introduction, its nickname deriving from the 

harp-like pizzicatos of the first movement. 

Dvořák’s penultimate quartet is his finest, with 

great energy in the outer movements, and a most 

sublime slow movement.

Tickets available from the Guildhall website,

023 9387 0200 (lines open Mon–Thur 10am–3pm),

boxoffice@portsmouthguildhall.org.uk

£18 full price, £16 concessions: book all six concerts and get a 20% 

discount, so £86.40 for the whole season (£76.80 concs). Prices include 

booking fee and restoration levy. All concerts start at 7.30pm at the 

Portsmouth Guildhall: seating is unreserved, with doors open from 7pm.



We are passionate about transforming lives in our community through music, arts and 

heritage, and are delighted to host the Chamber Series which is a key component of this.

Andy Grays, Chief Executive Officer, The Guildhall Trust

Monday 21st March, 2022

Gould Trio with Gary Pomeroy

Lucy Gould violin, Gary Pomeroy viola, 

Richard Lester cello, Benjamin Frith piano

MOZART Piano Trio in E, K. 542
WEIR Piano Quartet
BRAHMS Piano Quartet in G minor, Op. 25

The Gould Trio last visited four years ago with 

clarinettist Robert Plane when they gave a 

spellbinding performance of Messiaen’s Quartet 

for the End of Time. This time they are joined by 

violist Gary Pomeroy from the Heath Quartet 

who played here in May 2013.

Brahms’ G minor piano quartet is his most 

popular chamber work with its whirlwind 

Hungarian Dance finale. Judith Weir has 

become almost a household name over the last 

20 years or so, being awarded a CBE in 2005, 

and succeeding Sir Peter Maxwell Davies as 

Master of the Queen’s Music in 2014.

Monday 9th May, 2022

Ensemble Perpetuo

Fenella Humphreys violin,  

Rosalind Ventris viola, Cara Berridge cello

SCHUBERT String Trio in B-flat, D. 471 
ADRIAN SUTTON Spring Masque for violin 

and viola 
SIBELIUS String Trio in G minor 
MARTINŮ Duo No. 1 for Violin & Cello, H. 157 
MOZART Divertimento in E-flat, K. 563

Fenella Humphreys last played in the series with 

the Lawson Piano Trio in May 2012. She mixes 

chamber music with a solo career in fairly equal 

measure.

The word Divertimento usually implies something 

light-hearted, even frivolous, but this late 

Mozart work is perhaps the most sublime of 

all his chamber music. Leading up to this we 

have an intriguing mixture of lesser known trios 

by famous composers, and two duo rarities. 

Adrian Sutton is better known for a string of 

commissions for the National Theatre, including 

War Horse, The Curious Incident of the Dog in 

the Night-time, and, most recently, Angels in 

America.


