
To:  
Alan Mak, MP for Havant 
House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA 

 

23 June 2020 
 
 
 

 

Dear Mr Mak, 
 
Please can the government stand up for the musical community both nationally and locally? 

You may be aware that the Department of Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) is holding a 
parliamentary committee enquiry on the impact of Covid-19 on culture and the creative industries, 
which is considering evidence at this time. 
 
I am a member of a local chamber choir and am a supporter of the arts generally, as are many of 
your constituents. Singing and playing a musical instrument not only promotes communality, social 
cohesion and harmony; for many it is also an essential source of emotional wellbeing and positive 
mental health. In times of difficulties live music can provide additional comfort and hope to 
performers and audiences alike, and there is plenty going on, as evidenced by 
https://musicinportsmouth.co.uk for example. 

My Emsworth-based amateur choir has been unable to rehearse since early March and it has 
cancelled all concerts for the foreseeable future. The same applies to all other local musical 
societies. 
 
But that’s nothing compared to the hardship that many professional musicians and organisations are 
enduring at the moment. Many orchestras, opera companies, choirs and other musical institutions in 
the UK, a truly world-leading country in all forms of culture, will be at risk of being lost forever, if 
urgent action is not taken.  
 
I am asking you to support any government initiative for the musical community with regards to the 
following issues. 
 
1. Musical groups need technical guidance on when they can resume meeting, and in what 
circumstances. Ideally social distancing measures will be reduced from 2m, and groups of more than 
6 people would be permitted to meet. Only two other countries have the 2m rule. Such a reduction 
would make it easier for groups to find venues and get back to rehearsing, as well as for audiences 
to feel confident to return. All this may need additional research on risks of Covid-19 transmission 
via aerosols in music activity, and there’s little evidence of this going on in the UK the moment, 
though there’s some encouraging results from research conducted elsewhere*. 
 
2. Performance venues need extended financial support, so that  
- they don’t go bankrupt before they can earn an income again 
- they can make adaptations if necessary (e.g. by installing additional toilets or ventilation) 
- they can remain affordable to music groups. 

_____ 
 
* See enclosed research summary: “The relative risks of inhaling virus-laden air for singers and 
players”  



3. Most professional musicians are freelance. They need extended financial support. The benefits 
from the Self-Employed Income Support Scheme are currently due to be reduced soon, but 
musicians will probably not be fully able to return to work before 2021 at the earliest. 

Please let me know whether you can support me in these respects. 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

Simon O’Hea 

 
 

 

 

 
 


