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1. What has been the immediate impact of Covid-19 on the sector? 

 
Direct 

• All regular activity (e.g. weekly choir rehearsals) activity ceased 
• Estimated 3,000 [12,000] concerts March to July cancelled 
• Financial impact to end of July estimated £8.8m [£35.2m] 
• Social loss (lack of connection) most significant impact according to participants 
• Impact of event cancellations on audiences (estimated annually 1.9m [7.6m]) 

 
Indirect 

• Loss of income for thousands of musical directors and other professional musicians 
• Loss of income for the thousands of venues used for rehearsals and performances 
• Loss of income for the hundreds of suppliers (music publishers, etc.) to the sector 
• Loss of income for hundreds of charities for which music groups raise millions 
• Inability of approx. 50% of participants to access musical activity relocated online 

 
Estimated 2m singers and 1m hobby players in the UK, so nearly 5% of the population 
currently deprived of the benefits of singing or playing together, causing significant 
harm to their well-being and major losses for professional musicians and venues. 
 
 

2. How effectively has the support provided by DCMS, other Government 
departments and arms-length bodies addressed the sector’s needs? 

 
The support has not been applicable to this sector, as leisure-time music groups are 
generally not businesses, do not run premises/have staff, and are not publicly funded. 
 
The Self-Employed Income Support Scheme, announced late and limited, may not be 
enough to stem a talent drain from the sector which would be extremely damaging. 
 
Support for venues has been useful but is currently due to end too soon to ensure 
spaces can re-open and remain viable and affordable to community music groups. 
 
Government help to frontline charities does not replace the millions usually raised by 
music groups for a huge range of (often local) charities. 
 
 

3. What will the likely long-term impacts of Covid-19 be on the sector, and what 
support is needed to deal with those long-term impacts? 

 
Long-term impacts 
• A number of leisure-time music groups will fold (loss of volunteers; finance) 
• Difficulty of maintaining/re-establishing a group and its musical standard after 

months of inactivity (or online activity which is not accessible or inclusive of all) 
• Difficulty with venues: not (re-)opening; not large enough for social distancing; none 

large enough in locality; not affordable in terms of size, cleaning etc. 
• Re-establishing audiences: audience lack confidence to return; events not financially 

viable; venues not opening for public events 
• Re-engaging/engaging professional musicians: talent drain from the sector 
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Support needed 
• venue funding for Covid-19 adaptations; to keep them viable until full income/cost 

recovery restored; to make sure they remain affordable to leisure-time music groups 
• extension of SEISS to January 2021 to prevent talent drain 
• clear technical guidance for music group rehearsals, such as available in Norway 
• research on risks of Covid-19 transmission via aerosols in music activity 
• reduce social distancing to 1.5m as used in other countries 
 
 

4. How might the sector evolve after Covid-19, and how can DCMS support such 
innovation to deal with future challenges? 

 
• The leisure-time music sector has exponentially increased its digital activity and 

literacy; this is beneficial and elements will remain going forward. 
o DCMS help: reliable broadband in whole UK; digital training for all 

• The sector continues to require access to highly trained music professionals 
o DCMS help: support for sustainable professional music careers 

• The sector relies on affordable local spaces for hire to rehearse and perform 
o DCMS help: support for venues to maintain equitable supply of spaces 

 

https://www.musikk.no/nmr/om-oss/medlemsorganisasjoner/ressurser-for-medlemmer/veileder-smittevern-for-musikkovelser

