
  

 

 

 

Friday 18 March  

Liss Band in concert 
with special guests 

Conductor Mike Pennicote-Henrie 
 

Saturday 19 March  

Eighteenth-century Masters 

Vivaldi Dixit Dominus RV 594 
Bach Brandenburg Concerto no. 2 

Haydn ‘Mariazeller’ Mass 
Soloists t.b.a. 

Festival Chorus: Fernhurst and Petersfield Choral 

Societies and independent singers 
SouthDowns Camerata 

Conductor Paul Spicer  
 

Sunday 20 March 3 pm 

Family Concert  

with Meridian Winds 

Conductor: Don Lloyd 
 

Mon. 21 & Wed. 23 March 7 pm 

Youth Concerts 
Singers and instrumentalists from local schools 

and youth music organisations 
 

Tuesday 22 March 1 pm 

St Peter’s Church 

Lunchtime recital 
Award-holders from the Michael  

Hurd Fund for Young Musicians 

Wednesday 23 March  

St Peter’s Church 
Viennese Piano Duets 

Mozart, Schubert, Beethoven 
Emilie Capulet and Mark Dancer 

 
Thursday 24 March  

Petersfield Orchestra 

Conductor Robin Browning 
Soloist Valentina Seferinova 

Schumann Overture, Scherzo and Finale 
Saint-Saëns Piano Concerto no. 2 

Brahms Symphony no. 4 in E minor 

 
Friday 25 March  

The Mikado  
The Merry Opera Group 

A new take on an old favourite! 
 

Saturday 26 March  

In Praise of Singing 
Jonathan Willcocks In Praise of Singing  

Smetana Vltava 
Rossini/Britten Soirées Musicales 

Mendelssohn Hymn of Praise 
Soloists t.b.a. 

Festival Chorus: Petersfield and Rogate Choral 

Societies and independent singers 
Basingstoke Symphony Orchestra 

Conductors: Paul Spicer and Stephen Scotchmer 
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Announcing  
FESTIVAL 2022 

We are thrilled to be looking forward to a full programme of concerts at 

Petersfield Festival Hall and St Peter’s Church next spring.  
 

Concerts in Petersfield Festival Hall and at 7.30 pm except as shown 

www.petersfieldmusicalfestival.org.uk 

http://www.petersfieldmusicalfestival.org.uk/
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At the Festival’s AGM on 16 September chairman Philip 

Young called for volunteers to help relaunch the Festival 

after its enforced break, and ensure its future success.  

For the Festival in March 2022, volunteers are particularly 
needed for the vital and sociable job of managing the front 

of house arrangements at the concerts. 

In his report to the meeting, the chairman thanked all the 

committee members for their efforts during the past year, 
when they had worked hard to create a slimmed-down 

Festival that sadly was not after all able to take place.   

Sue Bint, administrator of the newly renamed Michael 

Hurd Fund for Young Musicians described the recent 

applications to the Fund and the Festival of Young 
Composers, which takes place again in 2021-22 with new 

and more inclusive criteria. (see page 4).  She thanked 

Tracey Howe for her work on the website and brochure. 

The meeting elected Philip Young as Chairman, Simon 

Mason as Secretary, and Rob Walker as Treasurer. 

Committee members were re-elected en bloc: Sue Bint 

(Michael Hurd Fund for Young Musicians); Nancy Buck 
(Friends' Secretary); Pam Buckley (Programme Manager); 

Geoff Culbertson (Concert Hall Manager); Marcia Fielden 

(Trustee); Sarah Hard (Press Liaison and Soloists); Sally 

Maybury (Choir Secretary); Tony Newberry (Box Office); 
Sheila Rowe (House Manager, performers). 

Philip Young and treasurer Rob Walker expressed their 

intention to stand down from their roles at the 2023 

AGM. If you could help to manage the administrative, 

musical or financial side of the Festival, please contact 
Philip or Rob at philip.fenns@btinternet.com  or  

robwalker4719@gmail.com. 

Donate as you shop 

Amazon Smile 

If you plan to shop online at Amazon simply log in to 

smile.amazon.co.uk and select Petersfield Musical 

Festival as the charity you support. AmazonSmile will 

then donate 0.5% of the net purchase price of eligible 
purchases to us. 
 

easyfundraising 

Create an account at easyfundraising via 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause and 

select the Petersfield Musical Festival page to earn 

money for the Festival at over 6000 retailers, including 

Argos, asos, Booking.com, Boots, Currys/PC World, 

eBay, Expedia, John Lewis, Just Eat, Marks & Spencer, 
Sky, Tesco and Viking. 
 

East Hampshire Community Lottery 
Buy lottery tickets (£1 per week) at 
www.easthantslottery.co.uk/support/petersfield-

musical-festival and half the ticket price comes straight 

to the Festival. 10% goes to other good causes and 

the rest in prizes – win up to £25,000!                                                     
 

Sponsor a soloist 

You can ensure that we can continue to bring superb 
performers to Petersfield by sponsoring one of our 

professional musicians.  Please contact the Treasurer 

– robwalker4719@gmail.com.  

 

 Baritone Gareth Brynmor John,  

winner of the Kathleen Ferrier Award,  

was generously sponsored by a  

private donation, for the Festival’s  

Brahms Requiem in 2019. 

EHDC grants for Festival and Green ‘A’ Team 

The Festival has received a major grant from East 

Hampshire District Council’s Supporting Communities 

Fund to help promote concerts and music-making 
after the pandemic. Providing all goes to plan, the 

Festival will receive £12,000 over three years, giving 

vital financial security as we put together programmes 

to support local musicians and bring great performers 

to East Hampshire.  

In 2020 the Green ‘A’ Team, who 

provide greatly valued technical 

services at Petersfield Festival Hall, 

were awarded an EHDC Supporting 
Communities Fund grant of £11,461 

over three years. They are generously 

able to use this grant to reduce their 

charges to the Festival and other 
performing groups they work for at the Hall.  
 

Town and County Councils support the Festival 
We are also very grateful to Petersfield Town Council 

and Petersfield’s two Hampshire County Councillors 

for financial support for the 2022 Festival.  

mailto:philip.fenns@btinternet.com
mailto:robwalker4719@gmail.com
smile.amazon.co.uk
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause
https://www.easthantslottery.co.uk/support/petersfield-musical-festival
https://www.easthantslottery.co.uk/support/petersfield-musical-festival
mailto:robwalker4719@gmail.com
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At last! Not only was the Autumn Workshop allowed 
to go ahead, despite dire predictions, it was a 

wonderful success. Throughout this second Plague 

Year, and especially when the Delta Variant began 

rampaging, we had doubts, as the Government refused 
– wisely, alas – to rule out further restrictions. In the 

event, however, the whole day succeeded brilliantly in 

every way. As the singers converged on the 'Quad' at 

Bedales, hearts grew lighter and smiles wider as 

friendships were renewed to right and left. The sight 
of Sue handing out scores and Sally checking off the list 

was worthy of celebration in verse! It all suddenly 

seemed blessedly normal, after eighteen months of 

deprivation (unless you count online singing via Zoom, 
which most of us don't!) And not a mask in sight. 
 

The work we were studying was Mendelssohn's 'Hymn 

of Praise'. It is in fact the final movement of his 

Symphony no.2. Joyous and uplifting, it is the ideal 
work to celebrate the 

gradual return of 

normality and, most 

importantly, to 

welcome back choral 
singing for Petersfield 

Musical Festival, when 

it will be sung on 26 

March 2022. The 
whole work is a paean 

of praise, with 

beautiful choruses 

strung amongst 

soprano and tenor 
solos. It had its first 

performance in 

Birmingham, which city 

Mendelssohn loved. 
He conducted often 

there, in his visits to 

England (he single-

handedly revived the Bach St Matthew Passion and 

gave that fabulous work its first ever performance in 
England). Paul reminded us just how beautiful the 

centre of Birmingham was in those days – with its new 

waterways, famously claimed to be more numerous 

than in Venice; its tree-lined avenues, and its fabulous 
Palladian public buildings. Mendelssohn carried his 

sketch book with him everywhere and produced very 

accomplished watercolours. 

Paul spent much of the morning working on the 
opening chorus which has some complicated fugal 

passages tricky for those new to it (which seemed to 

be nearly everybody!) The text comes from Psalm 150 

- 'All men, all things, praise ye the Lord'.  

After a delicious lunch in the school refectory  we 

tackled the final chorus, 'Ye Nations, offer to the Lord 

glory and might' from Psalm 96. This is the most 
difficult movement of all. The voices enter 

successively, beginning with the basses. The timing is 

difficult, the intervals are unexpected, and it gets 

progressively harder to 'keep the line' but, considering 
it was sight-reading for nearly everyone, Paul was very 

pleased with us. Then we practised no.4 'All ye that 

cried unto the Lord'  (easy by comparison), taking 

notice of the dynamic contrasts really well. 
 

To finish what had been a splendid day getting 

acquainted with one of the best 'sings' in the English 

choral repertoire, Paul let us sing the first chorus all 

through, this time without pause. It was amazing! It 
had come together in our minds, and the difference 

from the first attempt in the morning  was truly 

creditable. A fine way to end such a happy day.  
 

Photographs by Tina Lichfield and Michael Buckley 

As at previous workshops, the lunch provided by Bedales kitchen 

was much appreciated. Paul Spicer (right) and accompanist 

Mark Dancer (left) with members of Petersfield Choral Society.  

 

Paul Spicer in action 

Paul’s English Choral Experience offers a variety 

of choral courses for lovers of singing and English 

music, set in glorious locations at home and abroad.  

Visit https://englishchoralexperience.co.uk/ for all the 
details. 

Marcia Fielden loved the day’s singing, after an eighteen-month wait 

The YouTube recording of Paul and Piers in conversation is still available through 

the Festival’s website. Follow this link to hear them discussing Paul’s life and 

introducing some of his favourite works.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RFPi7hOMUAE 

mailto:https://englishchoralexperience.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RFPi7hOMUAE
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The Festival of Young Composers, is both a 

celebration of our local young composers and a 

competition with prizes for the winning entries.  

Entries are invited in three age classes: 14 and under, 
16 and under and 19 and under.  

This year the criteria for entry have been widened to 

encourage more young composers to take part. 

Entrants may present their music either through a live 
performance or as a digital recording. All entrants 

must submit a written or printed score by the closing 

date and attend the Performance and Adjudication 

Day when their composition will be played.  

The closing date for scores to be received is 

6 December 2021 and the Performance and 

Adjudication Day takes place at TPS Studio, The 

Petersfield School, on Sunday 6 February 2022 

For more details about applying for grants or entering 
the Festival of Young Composers please visit 

www.petersfieldmusicalfestival.org.uk. 

 

Thomas Baynes, a previous 

winner of the Festival of  

Young Composers, and 

now a professional 

composer.  

2021 

Friday 12 November 7.30-9.30 pm 

Vivaldi Dixit Dominus: 1 & 2 

Haydn ‘Mariazeller’ Mass: Kyrie and Gloria 
 

Saturday 13 November 

Willcocks In Praise of Singing  1 

Mendelssohn Hymn of Praise Nos 2 (not 2a) & 4 
 

2022 

Saturday 29 January  

10.30 am-12.30 pm 

Vivaldi: 5 & 7; Haydn: Credo 

2-4 pm 

Willcocks 2 and start 3 

Mendelssohn upper voices No. 2a (15 mins), 5, 7 
 

Thursday 17 February 7.30-9.30 pm 

Willcocks 3; Mendelssohn 7, 8 and 10 
 

Friday 18 February 7.30-9.30 pm 

Vivaldi: 9 & 10 

Haydn: Sanctus, Benedictus 

Friday 4 March 7.30-9.30 pm 

Willcocks Revision 

Mendelssohn 10 and revision 
 

Saturday 5 March 

Morning: orchestra (Vivaldi/Haydn) 

2-4 pm 

Vivaldi: Revision from the beginning 

Haydn: Agnus Dei and revision 
 

Thursday 17  March 7-9.30 pm 

Vivaldi, Haydn 
 

Saturday 19 March 

2 pm (Orchestra 2.30 pm) Vivaldi, Haydn 

7.30 pm Concert 
 

Tuesday 22 March 7-9.30 pm 

Willcocks, Mendelssohn 
 

Saturday 26 March:  

2 pm (Orchestra 2.30 pm) Willcocks, Mendelssohn  

7.30 pm Concert 

Independent singers 
If you would like to take part as an independent singer in 

one or both of the Saturday choral concerts, please contact 

Sally Maybury, the choir secretary, at 

cmaybury@btinternet.com . The Festival does not 

undertake to provide scores, but some copies may be 

available for a small hire charge. Please ask Sally about this.  

Combined rehearsals 
All independent singers and members of participating choirs 

are expected to attend the combined rehearsals, which are 

taken by Paul Spicer our inspirational Festival conductor. A 

register is taken, so please make sure you are signed in.   

If you cannot attend a rehearsal or you have particular 

personal difficulties about attending combined rehearsals, 

please discuss this with Sally. 

Petersfield Orchestra  Thursday 18 November 7.30 pm  St Peters Church, Petersfield. 

Françaix L’Horloge de Flore, with Lucinda Willits, oboe   Haydn Symphony No. 99   Dvořák Czech Suite Op.39 

Fernhurst Choral Society  Saturday 20 November 7.30 pm St Mary’s Church, Petworth. Handel Messiah 

Petersfield Community Choir  Wednesday 1 December 7.30 pm  St Peter’s Church, Petersfield. 

The Petersfield Choir  Saturday 4 December 7.30 pm  St Peter’s Church, Petersfield.  Vivaldi Gloria and other works 

Gemini Consort  Saturday 11 December 7.30 pm  St Peter’s Church, Petersfield.  Christmas Music 

Rogate Choral Society  Friday 17 December 7.30 pm Rogate Village Hall.  Christmas Concert and Party 

mailto:cmaybury@btinternet.com

